2026 Tax-Smart Giving Guide
The new 2026 tax laws introduce significant changes to charitable giving incentives, making thoughtful planning more important than ever. Whether you take the standard deduction or itemize, there are strategic ways to maximize your impact.

For donors taking the standard deduction
For the first time since the pandemic, taxpayers who take the standard deduction will receive a new "above-the-line" charitable deduction.
· Deduction amount: You can deduct up to $1,000, for cash contributions to qualified public charities, as an individual or $2,000 if married filing jointly.
· Important note: Gifts to donor-advised funds (DAFs) or private non-operating foundations do not qualify for this new universal deduction.

For donors who itemize deductions
If you itemize your tax deductions, new limits on charitable contributions take effect in 2026.
· 0.5% AGI floor: You can only deduct charitable contributions that exceed 0.5% of your adjusted gross income (AGI). For example, if your AGI is $300,000, only donations over $1,500 will be deductible.

· 35% deduction cap for high-income earners: For those in the top 37% tax bracket, the value of itemized charitable deductions is capped at 35 cents per dollar donated, down from the previous 37 cents.

· Appreciated assets: A deduction for gifts of appreciated assets (such as stock) up to 30% of your AGI is still available and allows you to avoid capital gains tax.

For donors aged 70½ or older (add link to IRA Distribution Forms)
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) from an IRA remain one of the most tax-efficient ways for retirees to give, as they are not subject to the new limitations.
· 2026 limit: You can donate up to $115,000 directly from your IRA to a qualified public charity in 2026.  This is up from $108,000 in 2025.
· Key benefits: These distributions are excluded from your taxable income and can satisfy your Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs).
· New option: For 2026, you can also use a QCD to fund a one-time gift to establish a charitable gift annuity (CGA).

For all donors: The value of appreciated stock (add link to Asset Transfer Page)
Donating appreciated stock that you have held for more than one year continues to be an excellent way to give.
· Dual benefit: You can receive a charitable deduction for the stock's fair market value and avoid paying capital gains taxes.

Disclaimer: This information is for educational purposes only and should not be considered tax or legal advice. Please consult your financial advisor or tax professional to determine the best giving strategy for your personal situation.

Financial Advisor Resources
Ohio Living Foundation
9200 Worthington Road Ste 300
Westerville, OH 43081

EIN # 31-1166164
501 (c)(3) tax exempt organization

Instructions for cash and donor advised funds
· Check: Please make checks payable to Ohio Living Foundation and mail them to the address listed above.  Please list any further restrictions or tribute information on the memo line or in your correspondence.
· ACH:       Account name:		OHIO LIVING FOUNDATION
	                 Account number:           	4209110057
	                 Routing number:	              041000124
	                 Account type:		              Checking

Instructions for other assets

· Qualified Charitable IRA distribution: Please use the IRA distribution form link listed above.

· Appreciated Assets (Stock): Please use the Asset Transfer Instructions link listed above.

· Contact giving@ohioliving.org
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